








FPack Sctivities

Trails to the Past : -- : s, by Bryden Moon

Down by the Old Mill Stream
Milling and Milling at Local Gathering Spots

The pretty pastoral scene below, with water flowing, cascading over a small rock ledge is a won-
derful natural location. It is situated on private property less than a half mile from our GRSP
boundary on Curry Creek, just a few hundred yards before it “T’'s” into the Guadalupe River.
What a nice place to camp out. * ' -

And 150 years ago, visitors came to the
area, but they were not here for camping -
they did so for reasons that you and | can
only imagine today. In 1854, a future land- ™
scape architect, crossed into our picture pro- =58
viding us unique insights:

Not far beyond the thick wood of the bot- .
tom of the north side, we came upon Cur- &=
rie’s Creek, and found an American set-
tler, with some negroes. He is owner of
an adjacent sawmill, rented and managed
by a German, who appeared a man of education, and, we learned, was one of the exiles
who had retreated to the Guadalupe. At the last freshet, the whole roof of the mill, which is
on high ground, as has its power from the creek, was covered by the back-water of the
river. The chief wood sawed is cypress, and all lumber finds a ready market.

So, now you know that the visitors to the beautiful site (pictured above), came here not to camp,
but because it housed a saw mill. And that future landscape architect, well, the insight is courtesy
of Frederick Law Olmstead (who designed Central Park in New York City). He made a trip just
outside our park’s northeast boundary in 1857 [1853] and described it in his book, A Journey
Through Texas, (within a couple of pages titled “Currie’s Creek”). That owner of the mill was a
fellow by the name of William E. Jones — credited with being the first settler active in the area
who owned land that is now part of Guadalupe River State Park. His “educated” German
millwright was Edu-ard Q. Kriegner. [Ref to Olmstead, p. 213]

A letter from this era tells us that mills not only provided a community service, but in rural areas,
also served as social centers: “Often this place looks like a market place with three to five
wagons drawn by two to four yoke oxen and driven by a man on horseback. They arrive
anytime between 8 and 10 o’clock. Mules and horses come and go constantly....Even after
the customers have been attended to they often stay as long as an hour or two for a socia-
ble visit as this is the place where all farmers get together. Visiting in Texas is difficult due
to long distances.” This June 9" 1853 letter passage was lifted from An Immigrant Miller Picks
Texas - the translated letters of Hilmar Guenther, detailing his early milling days at Live Oak Mill
in the Fredericksburg area (prior to establishing Guenther Mill (now Pioneer Mill) in the King Wil-
liam district of San Antonio).

Some mills doubled up on their functions by grinding grain and sawing lumber: These mills were
combination saw and grist mills which were operated by water. Much Cypress lumber was
sawed by these early mills for the use of the early settlers as well as for sale as far as San
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